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EVSC Announces Early College High School to Open Fall 2010


The Evansville Vanderburgh School Corporation today (1-20-10) announced another innovative high school option for students in the area.  The EVSC Early College High School is designed for students to earn a high school diploma and an associate’s degree or up to two-year’s worth of college credits toward a bachelor’s degree, through a rigorous, college preparatory curriculum. 


“The work of EVSC’s Early College High School is directly aligned with our vision of being an innovative leader and Indiana’s highest performing urban school district,” said David Dimmett, chief academic officer. “It is the first partnership of its kind in our part of the state and we believe it will be a true boost to the college-going experience for our students.”


Higher Education institutions participating in this high school will be Ivy Tech Community College, Vincennes University and the University of Evansville. During the 9th and 10th grade years, students will attend a half day at their home high school and a half day on Ivy Tech’s campus.  Students following paths of study offered by Vincennes University will attend those classes during their junior and senior years at Bosse High School.  Articulation agreements are being arranged, with the intent that students may continue their work toward a bachelor's degree with the University of Evansville, Vincennes University and other higher education institutions, following high school graduation.
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Associate degree options for students at EVSC’s Early College High School will include: biotechnology, computer science, criminal justice, general studies, health science, pre-engineering, accounting, advanced manufacturing, and information technology.


During the freshman and sophomore years, math and English classes will be taught by EVSC teachers. Junior and senior years, classes will be taught by University professors and EVSC teachers, depending on the major.  Separate transcripts will be maintained, so that the student will not only have a high school transcript, but also a college transcript for classes taken.  The colleges will keep parents and students informed of progress via online tracking and reporting systems.

Special on-campus experiences will also be arranged. During the summer, incoming 11th grade students will attend the “Freshman Edge” at the University of Evansville and incoming seniors will attend “Maymester” at Vincennes University, to help prepare them for the college experience. Ivy Tech will have opportunities in place for students to help ensure their success such as attendance at New Student Orientation and other programs and services offered to traditional Ivy Tech students. During a student’s junior and senior years, general education courses will be incorporated into classes taken and students will experience the University of Evansville’s campus.  
Sample Program of Studies:

Summer between 8th – 9th grade 

· Pre-college workshop for students and parents

9th grade year

· ½ on high school campus

· ½ at Ivy Tech Community College (classes taught by EVSC personnel) 

· Compass/Accuplacer

Summer between 9th and 10th grade 

· Twenty-first century pre-college workshop for parents and students at UE
10th grade year

· ½ on high school campus

· ½ on university campus – Ivy Tech  (classes taught by EVSC personnel) 

· Ivy Tech – 1st year seminar (8-week course)

· ACT PLAN

Summer between 10th and 11th grade
· UE Freshman Edge:  ID 150 The American Corporation (can be fall of 11th)


11th grade year
· Ideally on campus full year 


Summer between 11th and 12th
· Maymester at VU
12th grade year

· Ideally on campus full year

· ACT or SAT

Costs for Early College High School will vary based on which college is providing the services – all at reduced cost from their regular schedule of fees.  Vincennes University fees will be $25 per credit hour when taught by EVSC faculty and $85 per credit hour when taught by Vincennes faculty. Depending on enrollment, Vincennes University will waive the tuition fee for students on free and reduced lunch programs. Cost for classes at Ivy Tech taught by EVSC personnel will be free; and $50 per credit hour, plus a $50 fee when taught by Ivy Tech faculty. University of Evansville fees will be at the dual enrollment rate.  

Admission requirements will be based on ISTEP Scores. Students must have a GPA of 2.0 or higher and provide a letter of interest and an educator recommendation. Students must also take the Explore Assessment and participate in a possible personal interview.

 
Applications are now being accepted. Go to www.evscschools.com/earlycollege and download the application form. EVSC’s Early College High School enrollment priority is to serve low-income young people, first-generation college goers, English language learners, and students of color, all of whom are statistically underrepresented in higher education. The initiative is designed to increase the number of young people who attain an Associate’s degree or two years of college credit and the opportunity to attain a Bachelor’s degree.


Deadline for applications is Feb. 2. Student programs, which have already been set for students’ 9th grade schedules at their home school, can be re-arranged.


“The EVSC Early College High School represents the future for Southwestern Indiana. The economic and educational opportunities provided by this model will better prepare our students to be competitors in the 21st century marketplace through rigorous, hands-on, real-world applications of their learning,”  said Director of Early College High Schools Wendy McNamara.
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Informational Sessions Set for Early College High School

Informational Sessions have been planned for parents and students interested in learning more about EVSC’s Early College High School, which is now enrolling. 

Sessions include:

· Thursday, January 21 at Bosse High School Community Room,  6-7 p.m.

· Monday, January 25 at UE’s Ridgeway Center, Eykamp Room 253,  6:30-7:30 p.m.

· Friday, January 29 at the EVSC Administration Building Board Room noon to 1 p.m.

· Saturday, January 30, at Ivy Tech in Room 107, from 11 a.m. to noon

During the sessions, Early College Director Wendy McNamara will answer questions regarding the EVSC’s newest innovative high school model.
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